
Sound in the Silence 
for adult and teen learners 

In This Space… 

In this episode, we hear about how students and artists interacted with a place that has historical 
significance. This activity asks participants to learn about a place and create new work 
connected to its history and their feelings about the knowledge they gained. Please note that 
the steps below are meant for each individual to embark on separately or, if they wish, for 
participants to work in small teams. 

1.) Invite participants to choose a place in their own town or city that either already holds 
meaning for them or about which they don’t have knowledge and are curious. Possible 
options include government buildings, public gathering spaces, community institutions, or 
even their own homes. 

2.) Have the participants research the place in a variety of ways. For example, by: 

a.)  visiting and speaking to those who work there, live there, etc.  

b.) reading books or articles about the location 
c.) searching the internet for information 
d.) looking through historical records and documents, if applicable 

3.) Next, ask the participants to make a list of ten details that they learned in their research that 
they think are of particular note or interest. 

4.) Now, ask the participants to take notes about their feelings about the place and about the 
information they gained. This could include: 

a.) What they assumed about the space before their research 
b.) What surprised them, upset them, confused them, and/or excited them 

c.) Why they think this place has value or importance 
d.) What questions have arisen and/or linger 

5.) At this point, have participants choose from one of three kinds of projects that will build 
upon the work they have already done. They could create: 

a.) a short story or personal essay  
b.) a song or poem 
c.) a collage or other piece of visual art 
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6.) Once they have chosen what kind of projects they wish to work on, the participants can 
embark on crafting them. Each project must include at least five of the facts/pieces of 
research that they found and at least five of their own feelings. These feelings can be 
expressed directly (for example, a character sharing their perspective) or indirectly (through 
the choice of words and imagery). 

7.) Once completed, encourage the participants to share their work with each other, inviting 
questions and observations to learn what is being received by the viewers/readers/listeners. 
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